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National Ski Patrol Units Train For
Rescue At Backcountry Mountain In Pike

By Bernie Marvin

Pike, NH—A training cadre
of National Ski Patrol mem-
bers with backcountry skiing
and rescue education experi-
ence spent a recent weekend
in frigid temperatures prac-
ticing their expertise on Iron
Mountain.

The Nordic
Staff members
days on navigation, rescue
toboggan handling, low-an-
gle rescue, uphill travel skin-
ning and improvised tobog-
gan usage among many other
skills the team was teaching
or learning.

Backcountry
spent two

The exercises were topped
off on the second day with
an early aftermnoon DHART
medical helicopter fly-in.
The crew of EMTs, RNs, and
Paramedics reviewed aerial
and landing zone technigues
for the National Ski Patrol-
lers, using this valuable ex-
perience to ensure that when
the helicopter lands, the peo-
ple on the ground they are in-
teracting with are operating
at a common standard.

Observing the on-ground part
of the helicopter segment on
Sunday afternoon, personnel
from the Woodsville Rescue
Ambulance and New Hamp-
shire Fish and Game Depart-

ment were also invited to ob-
serve typical North Country
conditions common for winter
operations.

According to the staff, stu-
dents, and fly-in visitors, the
highest degree of professional-
ism, spirit, and knowledge was
in force throughout the entire
weekend, regardless of Nordic
backecountry frigid tempera-
tures and blowing snow.

This wilderness exercise
took place in the Pike-East
Haverhill area of the Town
of Haverhill, which includes
vast acreage under the com-
bined management of the
Upper Valley Stewardship
Center and The Pike Glades,
an exciting new backcountry
skiing designation.

This pristine area includes
over 1800 acres around
Route 25 and Iron Mountain,
in the site of a former Becket
School sugar house, athletic
fields, and the top-notch Ar-
thur Eve Ropes Course used
by many area schools and or-
ganizations.

The Backcountry Patrol-
ler School held at The Pike
Glades during the week-
end of February 22 and 23,
2025, involved more than a
dozen participants who were
members of the National Ski

Patrol (NSP), an organiza-
tion of 33,000 people na-
tionwide that standardizes
training and credentialing,
among many other vital roles
throughout the nation of ski-
ing at resorts and on moun-
tains, including skinning up
and skiing down hills large
and small.

Wilderness Skier and Eastern
Division NSP Advisor Orest
Ohar was the instructor for
the Nordic Backcountry En-
hancement Course that was
included in the weekend cur-
riculum for a busy schedule
of night and daytime classes
on uphill skinning, riding in
glades, navigation, rescue ta-
boggan handling, low angle
rescue and rope work, impro-
vised toboggan, and rescue
knot practice.

The activities also included
winter ski camp meals, a sec-
ond day of putting rescue skills
into action, more gkiing, tobog-
gan training, and rope work.

The group broke camp early
Sunday afternoon and skied
off the mountain to attend a
training helicopter session.
The session included a Dart-
mouth Hitcheock Advanced
Response Team helicopter
and crew that landed adja-
cent to the training area.
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Orest Ohar, Rescue Toboggan Instructor, NH Backcountry Ski Patrol, on the right,
speaks with Marja Makinen, RN, CFRN, 500 Missions, who just landed as part of the
Dartmouth Hitchcock Advanced Response Team helicopter team that held a winter

training briefing for the skiers.
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The DHART crew included a
pilot RN, an EMT, a Flight
Nurse, and a Flight Para-
medic. They operate 24 hours
a day, seven days a week,
and will transport patients
to any appropriate medical
facility in New England by
air or ground.

DHART has bheen saving
lives in Northern New Eng-
land for 30 years, responding
to thousands of transport re-
quests annually. Its air bases
are in Lebanon and Man-
chester, New Hampshire.

So, how did the NSP leaders
come to select an out-of-the-
way backcountry ski glade to

hold major exercises now and
in the future? NSP Course
Leader Ohar had the answer.
“Because the facilities and
The Glades are amazingly
excellent, and it is now a
well-known human-powered
ski area!”

The creation of The Pike
Glades is mostly the brain-
child of Warren Bunnell, a
young man from the Boston
area, whose grandfather,
Pike and Etna resident John
Wolter, envisioned an area
for year-round outside activi-
ties for families, schools and
individuals,

It opened several years ago

under the guidance of a
small organization, the Up-
per Valley Stewardship Cen-
ter. Since then, thanks to the
work of Bunnell, his family,
and Mike Adamkowski, they
have cleared glades with oth-
ers, hoping their hard work
will attract the additional in-
terests of skiers and outdoor
enthusiasts.

Also, under construction
elsewhere on the 2000 acres
was The Innstead Mountain
Getaway, consisting of six
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Participants |
in the recent
Backcountry
Pairoller §
School held
at The Pike
Glades, stop
briefly at the
summit of
Iron Moun-
tain. In the
distance are
snow-covered
Mount Moosi-
lauke and the
Owl’s Head
Cliffs

Photo
Courtesy
of
Warren
Bunnell

NATIONAL SKI PATROL

CONT. FROM PAGE 1

modern all-season cabins.
Their website notes it 1s “on
the quiet side of New Hamp-
shire’s White Mountains. The
Instead area offers luxurious,
modern lodging, an extensive
trail network for hiking, bik-
ing and skiing, and an oppor-
tunity to escape your every-
day and delight in nature....”

i

D _

\'-T*“‘," 3 !“:ﬁ’jﬂ_ s

. 0

Bunnell says “As the project
grew and I became aware
of the Granite Backcountry
Alliance, (GBA) my goals
shifted. I started to recognize
that while I saw the property
as normal’ based on having
‘grown up’ on it, it was pretty
unique based on how much
work had already been done
curating other trails and ar-
eas - the cabins offered some-
thing no other place could,
as well, which truly helped

-

separate it from the rest,
even if it wasn't located in the
White Mountain / Mt. Wash-
ington region like most other
glade zones. I began focusing
heavily on bringing people to
the glades and popularizing
them - the GBA did most of
the heavy lifting, not only on
the legal side of land use, but
also marketing.

He said this recent Backcoun-
try Patroller School will hope-

fully be the start of many sim-
ilar programs that take place
on the mountain. Bunnell
said it is an amazing com-
munity asset, and he hopes it
continues to be respected, uti-
lized, maintained and grown.

Author’s Note; The train-
ing weekend was a col-
laborative effort of sever-
al key players, including
Bill Kearney, Innstead
Host and General Manag-

er. Also, Mike Adamkows-
ki, Upper Valley Stew-
ardship Center Director;
Chris Smith, DHART
Flight Operations; Cap-

tain Renzo Chumbes,
Woodsville EMS; Lt
James Kneeland, NH

Fish and Game; Search
and Rescue Commander
and Nicek Masucci, NH
Fish and Game. Also
Chuck Boyd, Instructor
of Record and Division

Nordic Supervisor; Orest
Ohar, Rescue Toboggan
Instructor, NH Backcoun-
try Ski Patrol; Rick Shan-
dler, Nordic Instructor
and Event Safety Officer;
Matt Karpenecz, Nordic
Instructor; Jeff Sargent,
Nordic Instructor and
Eric Zaharee, MTR In-
structor and Patrol Di-
rector of the hosting Pa-
trol (NH Backcountry Ski
Patrol).
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More National Ski Patrol Training Photos

Upper Valley Steward-

ship Center Director Mike
Adamkowski left, and The
Pike Glades ereator Warren
Bunnell helped prepare
equipment and supplies for
a recent Backcountry Pa-
troller School weekend on
Iron Mountain in the Pike-
L} East Haverhill wilderness.
44 The Pike Glades are a col-
lection of Northeast-facing
glades that are accessible
by touring, splitboarding,
or snowshoeing.

The Bridge Weekly Photos
Bernie Marvin The "Warrior” warming hut sits halfway up Iron Mountain and served as a winter out-
door tenting site for the recent Backcountry Patroller School held at The Pike Glades.

Event student Brian
Doyle, a Smuggler’s
Notch Ski Patrol
member, attended the
Backcountry Patrol-
ler School at The Pike
Glades recently.

Nordic Division Staff
Instructor Matthew
Karpenecz enjoys nourish-
ment after a trek in The

Pike Glades.




	Banner Page 0 Backcountry PS MAR25.pdf
	Banner Page 1 Backcountry PS MAR25.pdf
	Banner Page 2 Backcountry PS MAR25.pdf
	Banner Page 3 Backcountry PS MAR25.pdf

